Cultivation of mycoplasma from conjunctiva and production of corneal immune response in guinea pigs.
Mycoplasma canis was the most frequent mycoplasmal isolant obtained from the conjunctival surface of the eyes of dogs. Nine mycoplasmal isolates, 5 were M canis, were recovered from the lower cul-de-sac of 101 dogs. Experimentally induced immune keratitis was produced by sensitizing guinea pigs to 3 antigen preparations of M canis and then administering intracorneal challenge inoculation. The guinea pigs were clinically observed by leukocyte migration-inhibition (LMI) technique and by histopathologic study of their corneas. The corneal reaction of the guinea pigs was not identical to a clinical entity of the dog.